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A TRVE RE- 


LATION OF A 


FEAREFVLL AND 


PRODIGIOVS EARTH- 
QVAKE, 


WHICH LATELY HAP- 


PENED IN THE ANCIENT 


Cirjc of CovaENTRIE, and ſome other 
places of the Kingdome, to the great amaze- 
ment of the Inhabitants, 


VVith a touch of ſome other occurren- 


ces, as well Forrainc as Do- 
meſtique. 
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Lvxs 21.&11, 
Great Earth- 5 bee in diners places, and Famine, and Pe. 
ſrilence ,and feareſull things, and great Segue: ſhall there bee from 
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+ TO 
THE WORSHFP FULL MY 
worthy Freind, T. S. Eſquire, of 

B. in Hertford-ſbire. 
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CE eee ee ES 


T 1s not many Mo- 
1 neths ſince you accep- 
ted from my hands, at 
VL the ſecond hand, my 
El mournefull Meditati- 
——an== ons compiled in the 
hate! memiorable Morralitie of the 
Plague: And heretofore for this zood 
whule, I haue conſtantly ſent, 57, 1M- 
arted vnto you;all manner of Farraine 
ewes and Nouelties of moment; 
A} where- 


T7 he EpiflleDeadicatorie_Þ. 


whereof you hane beene; and are deſi. 
cauſe of. yaur federnarie hfe at home, 
and ſeldome or never ſtirring abroad, 
for divers yeezes paſt; 'So row, | pray, 
give me. leaue to inapart vato.you this 
domeſtique Newes, and moſttrueRe- 
lation oof a fearefull Earthquake, which 
happenedlately in the Cite and place 
of py Nativite: with a tew Jays 
after had beenthere, rovilite.my nee- 
reſt and deareſt friends; who now are 
witneſſes ok che lame, from whom( as 
alſo from ethers) bauethe certainein- 
formartian of.1t., L doubtnar butyoure- 
cexrved the ſeycralh Pamphlets lately 
ſent you by, yourtruſtie ſervant R.H.. 
And. 1t.beins your candition now to 
be ſofarre remate from. London, ( ma 
freſh Aire and feet, ſoyle, ) where. 

[925M Novel- 


The Epiſtle DedicatorieÞ. | 
reSATg welcome wato 


Noveltesarethewwe we 
> Ic hath father indeeedmeeto [n- 


{cribevnto you, atthe firſt hand, this 


{mall Pamphlet of a prodigious Acci- 
dent : Forother marters, I I thall 
not forget ſtill to ſend you, 


your earneſt deſire after them : and 

cannot mervaille thereat, conſidering, 
Eft natura_ brminis N( ovitatus @vida_: 
[ muſt leave toenlarge my ſelfe further 
vntoyou by way of Epiſtle, becaulc 
cheching it ſelfe is, I ſay, but a Pam- 
phlet : Only, VVith your pleaſanc fi- 
tuatedPlace, 7 with and pray for your 
healch and welfare in ſoule and body : 


And (o I take my leaue. 


HALLEeLlvViaHh. 


$\ I R, If ww bee tel rnd} 
give me the publiſher hereof thankes 
for my panes, and thinke your two 
$| pence or vbree pence, at the moſt, well 

EY beſtowed : Bur if you be canſorions, 
prone”) haply objebt as the Introdubtion,and ſay jt is 
larger than che Relation it (elfe ; If nos with the in- 
rroduftion, then haply, you will finde fault with rbe 
E wlargement, application, and and concluſion : To both 
which, I muſh before-hand anſwer you ; It hith beene 
the lawdable euſtome in all Ages; -ppon the | ubliſbing 
of .any Prodigic, or cxtraordinarie worke- of 
God,net £0 let it paſſe without Introduction and 
Application, to the end, that men. may bee ſtirred 

Pp the better, to make yood''vſe of the Almighties 
handy-workes ; which are neucr ſent, but for our In- 
ſtruction, And for: the truth of the Relation it 
ſelfe, 1 trow no vnder ſtanding man can, or will make 
any queſtion, when he bath read the Contents, And 
ſo farewell. 


OW OS USOSOBO# 
A TRUE RELATION. 


of a fearefull and prodigious 
Earthquake, Fc. 


PEN F thc naturall cauſes 
IRA of Earth- quakes ma- 

SW ny Philoſophcrs, both 
| ” _ an macege 

Wd ESSE bauc written largel 
W $30 W d Hl and learnedly ele 
CESSEDEATY chole latter Writers, 
the Paire of moſt learned Germany, vix. 
Bartholomew Keckerman and lobu Magirus, in Keekerman 
my judgement (-yca, itis the judgement of * 7 7 


mots, CMa. 


the learncd )hauc written beſt & moſt pro- yr; riy/: 
foundly: and therefore it ſhall ſyfhce me ro 
write but a word for the better ynderſtan- 
ding of the common reader,as followeth : 
In the caues and concauities of the Earth 
B rhere 


Luke 21, 


Matth, 24, 
6, 
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there is ſome titnes conceiued and bred, a 
viÞporous Winde , which ſearching to 
breake forth, doubtleſle is the firſt natural! 
cauſe of Earrhquakes, 8&c. Bur our Savi- 
our Chriſt (TrvrTuH itlelfe,) inthe Goo 
pell, when heſpeaketh of the Signes before 
the laſt judgement Day, and berter infor- 
ming vs than all the Philoſophers in the 
world hauc done, He tells vs, Wee [hall heare 
of Warres and Seditions ; Nation ſball riſe a- 
gainſt Nation, and Kingdome againſi King dome: 
and with Famine and Peſtilence, and other 
fearefull things and fienes from Heanen, he tells 
vs plaincly wee ſhall hauegreat EARTH. 
Q VAKES, andthoſcin dizers places, 0c, 
Now, that vee that live-in this larrer 
and ſinfull Iron-Apge of the World may a 
litcle awaken 'and rouſe vp our ſeſues 
from the Cradle of Secyritic, wherein wee 
hauc beene Jong rocked aſleepe : hath nor 
God cauſed the whole Chriſtian World to 
ring a lowd Peale of Warres aud Rumour: of 
Warres > witneſle fertile France, ſpacious 
Germanie , the Netherlands, Bobemia, Itah, 
| . Valtolm 
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Valtolin, Switzer/aud, Sauoy,and what Coun- 
tric, Kingdome, or State witnciling not, 
che ſame? Yea, and though wee in this 
facric lland, through the admirable bleſ- 
ſing and long-ſuffcring of God, haue nor 
che ſounding of the Trumper, and beating 
vp of ae Drum in our cares, further than 
for eWiſc and preparation : and bleſſed bee 
God for his Mercic our Pcacc, and his 
Licutcnant, our gracious King and Peace- 
mak<cr. Yet, wearc not I ſay without thoſc 
Rumours of Warres abroad, and: hauc a fcl- 
low-fecling of our Neighbouring Coun- 
tries Calamitics therein; and wee are al- 
readic engaged in their juſt Quarrells, for 
our owne better ſccuritig,and fafctic. A- 
mongſt other ſignes and fore-runncrs of 
the latter day,l remember our Sauiour tells 
vs of falſe Cpriſts, falſe Propbess, and Hereſies 
that (hall ariſe, where, without doubt hee 
includeth, falſe Profeſſors of CyrarsrT: 
And are wee without ſuch ? how comes ic 
then to paſſe, that cach Head of the Hydra- 
hcadcd balcftull Beaſt of Hercelies,, and 
B 2 ſchilme 


Tit. 3:11. 
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Schiſme ſtrinerh,of late, ſo much for ſupe- 
rioritie; amongſbys here in this Nation, 
ro gocno further than our owne : - Certes, 
the vgly Head of Papiſme hath ſtriven for 
place ;-the rotten Head of Arrianiſme hath 
alſo'{triven for place,the mi{-ſhapenandill- 
lookt Heads of old: Pelagianiſme & new Ar- 
miniansſme hauclabourcd to be reconciled, 
& lanur-like,to be joyned rogether, & ſo to 
takeplace: Itisnet my purpoſe ro meddle 
_— — Heads of —_ be- 
ing caliiyſuppreſſcd : They are thoſe foure 
Heads "©3419 non . re trouble the 
Peace of the Church : the two former ; 
they doe openly diſclaime the Doctrine of 
the Chirth; os ewo latter, a little .more 
cunningly ; they (forſoorh) would incrade 
chemſclues into our Church, that ſo they 
might the berter afterwards bring in the 
whole body of theB x 4 s Ther ſclfe: Bur 
lcauingtheſe Heads of Herelics to be ſup- 
preſſed,”cur off and damned, by G o Þ, 
and che King, with the helpe of his Reuc- 
rend Orthodox Clergic-men : And not to 
cnlarge 


 _ 


os. I 
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enlarge my ſelfe further in the Introdudti- 
on toa {mall Relation, heare and vnder- 
ſtand as'followeth : 

About the middelſt and Centre of rhis 
Land, is ſituated and ſtanderh the ancient 
Citie of COveNnTRIE, a Countie of it (elfe, 
though within the compaſſe of Watwick- 
ſhire: Andin this Citic, on Munday the 
rwentic feuenth day of March laſt-paſt, 
1626.abourone of the clocke after dinner, 
vnlooket for, and on a ſudden, happened 
this fearcfull and prodigious fhocke of 
Earth-quake, to the great amazement, and 
almoſt aſtoniſhment of the Inhabitants; 
which was ſenſtblie felt and obſerucd 
throughout rhe” Citie, ſhrewdly ſhaking 
the Houſes, making the glaſſe windowes 
about the houſes, rhe Pewter and orher 
materialls'in' the Houſes. to clatrer :/the 
Beds ( wherein ſome lay ficke) ro Thake 
vnder them, and all in a moſt rerribleman- 
ner ; andto make ir more ſtrange, fearc- 
full, and prodigious, ir yeelded forth: at 
the inſtant an hideous noiſe and roaring, 
B 3 as 


$. Michael 
Canitie 


> faire Churchcs about the heart of c 
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as it, were, in the Aire : which noiſe and 
roaring was likg. betwizt the noilc, - of 
Thunder, and the roaring of the Sca;' The 
Inhabitants and bcholders hereof, ( cipe- 
cially che better ſort ) betaking themſclues 
ro we beſt meditations and dcevotions, 
and humbly ſubmitting themſclucs vader 
Gods hand and handic-workes : Though, 
bleſſed be Almightic God, there was no 
great hurt done thereby throughout the 
whole Citie : albeit cherin arc many good- 
ly Houſes and buildings, two large and 
- Cl- 
tie, and with thoſe Churches two loftic 
Pyramidall Spirc-ſtceples of ſtone-worke, 
and nor farre fram them a Croſle of one 
alſo.in the Market-place :-cither of which 
three Monuments. will hardly yecld in- 
ferioritic to any others in the King- 
dome. 
Now, that this Earth-quake or Prodi- 
ic, did not containe it ſclte in Coventrie a» 
___ by credible information, it was 
alſo ſen{ibly obſcrued in diucrs other pla» 


CCS 


om 
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ces of the Countrie, cuen as farre as' Bri= 
ſftoll: And what this prodigious' Acct ' 
dent may portend, in the Counſell of 
GOD, I muſtlcaucir : Butthus much 
I dare bee bold to fay, and pray, Go D 
grantvs quictneſſe ypon the Land, for 
JoubrleN the Earth was much ſhaken 
within. 

If any liſt to bee ſo cenforious, as to 
make queſtion of the truth of this fear- 
full Earth-quake, ler them repaite vnto 
the publiſher and printer hereof, who 
hath diuers Letters om ſundric graue, 
learned, religious, and judicious people, 
for confirmation theteof : which ſhall 
be produced, if need require : Andif this 
late Earth-quake ſceme ſtrange or incre- 
dible Jvo head I wiſh then haue re- 
courſe vnto that more adtnirable worke 
of rhe Omniporecnr, cuen in oursand our 
Fathers remembrance,in Hereford-ſhire: 
and recorded by out 'beſt Hiſtoriogra- 
phers : when as, In be yeere of Chrifs Teſus, Speedjn his 


1 571. Marcley Hill is the Eaſt of 1he ſhire, 008% 
| ch ropagd 14-49 
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ramaed it ſelfe out of 4 dead ſleepe; and with 
4 roaring noiſe remoned from the place where 
it \ ( for ongbt wee know, from the Cre- * 
ation, or the Das e at the leaſt, ) and for 
three. days together rrauailed from ber firſt 
Site, #0 the great amaxement and feare of the 
beholders. Ir began to journey -opon the [e- 
nenth day of F ebruarie , being Saturday , at 
| fexeof the clocks at night, and by (euen in the 
next morning bad gone fourtie Pacer, carry- 
ing with ie Sheepe in ther coates, bedge-rowes 
. and Trees; whereof ſame were overturned, and 
ſome thas flood -opon the Plaine, are firmely 
growing -opon rhe Hill, thoſe that were Eafi 
areaurned Welt ; and choſe in the Weſt, were 
ſet-m the Eaſt : In which remous, it overchrew 
Kinnaſton-Chappell, and turned rwo High 
WIj03 neere 4 hundred yardes from their coſu- 
all Paths formerly trod. The grownd thus 
traxelling, was about twentie fix Acres, which 
opening is ſe/fe with Rockes and all, bare the 
at before u , for fowre hundred yardes 
vithout any ſlay, leauing thas which 1564; <A 
Purage in the place of Dillage, and the Tillage 


ONE) 


—O_——____t—_ 


—  - 


ot? ſpread with Paſturage. Laſtly, overwbel- 


- . 


we the lower parts, mounged 10'an' Will of 


twelae farbomes high, ' and th.re reſted ber 
ſelfe, after three dayes trawz{! ; remaining His 
Make that jo laid bis hand rypon this Rocke, 
whoſe Power bath poyſed sbe" Hills in. His 


« Ballance; 


lob 28.9. 
Ifay 409, I 3. 


Bur leauing Hereford-ſhire and Mar- 


cley Hill, where God hath now placed it, 
and norro ſpeake of diuers other inferi- 
our Ecarch-quakes; which {ince and be- 
fore, wee and our Fathers may remem- 
ber, and our Chronicles make mention 
of them : And ro come more neere to 
theſe preſet times, (though ſomewhat 
further from home, )- Wee may remem- 
ber, that about the very time of the Ap- 
patition of that moſt memorable Co- 
mer or- Blazing-Starre, which appeared 
in AarFophylax, Anno 1618; In lralie, 2 
Towne called Pleurs, was by a fearctull 
and prodigious Earthquake, (che ground 
opening ir; ſelfe,) cleanc ſwallowed: vp, 
Houlcs, Iuhabirants and all : not one 

C ſoule 


the Croſk. 
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ſoulcin it left aliue, nor.ſo much as any 
Monument of it remaining to be ſecne ; 
And a while after the ſabuerſion of it, 
diuers ncighbourers that repaircd thi- 


7.e«h bis\ ther, would necds attempr to digge into 


Sermon. 


of 


the ground, that they might {ce what 
they could finde : Among other things 
thatthey found, Go Þ dircCted them to 
8 Stone, which when they had taken vp, 
they ſaw ſomctbing wriceen vpon it in 
Hebrew Letters, as if (like the Tables of 
Stone that were giuen to MOSES in 
Mount Sinay ) it had beene grauen with 
Gods owne finger. Miraculous it was: 
and the writing this; ( Read and trem- 
ble; Reade and wonder, ) 

Thus ſaith the LORD ; My Word s 
hke fire , and like an hammer breaking the 
Rockes : Goe out of Babylon, and euery one 
looke to the ſauimng of his ewne ſoule, Let 
none winke at bis ſmnes, for the vengeance 
will come, and all ſhall be rewarded according 
ro their wickedneſſe. Immediatly aftcr thac 


molt memorable Prodigic, followed the 


Dcath 
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Death of Great Princes and Potcntates ; 

to wit, the Emperour MATTH1AS 
and Empreſlc his wife; his two Brethren, 


borh Arch-Dukes of Auſtria ; then, [jr 


Queene Anng of Great Britame, his 
Sacred Maicſtics Mother , (of famous 
Mcmorie:) then Pm1L1te the third, King 
of Spaine, (and fince thar, King Iams, 
of bleſſed Memorie: ) then allo began 
the Broyles and Warres in Bohemia, the 
Palatinate, and other places, the wofull 
Conſequences whereof wee daily ſec and 
heare of ; In ſo much, as that wee hauc 
I ay , ( as our Sauiour Propheſicth ) 


 Warres, Seditions, and'almoſt nothing bur 


Rumours of Warres; Yea, I may further 
ſay the RBDOHorsn of WARrkm, 
hath and doth trample all oucr Chri- 
ſtendome, with a fearefull and molt la- 
mentable hauocke, embrewing his feer 
eſpecially in the blood of Saints, the 
mn of the Goſpell: And to { pr 
rom Warre: Hath not God cauſcd the 
Black Horskof PEsSTILEANCE 
iy | ro 
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to play bis part more neere vs? yea,cucn 
here amongſt, vs. in-and about this fa- 
mous Citie of Londen, where hee hath 
trampled rodcath fince this time twelue- 
nioneth abouc x 5000. foules , beſides 
what haue died in other Cities, Townes, 
and places in this Kingdome : And now 
forthe LE8ANE and Palc Hors s of 
FAM 1NE, alrhough wee mult thank- 
fully confeſle, that God hath wonder+ 
fully reſtrained him, yer other Countries 
hauc felt and doc feele his weight, with 
cleaneneſſe of Teethand emprineſſe of Belly: 
yea, and wee our ſe;ues hauc had a feare- 
full Glympſe of Him : and how ſoonc 
God may permit him further co appeare 
amongſt vs, for our manyfold f{tanes, 
wee know not, but may doubr, and 
ought to pray againſt Famine. 

To draw toa concluſion; If Warres and 
Seditions, Peſtilences, Famines, and Earth- 
qvakes, bee ſpeciall Signes and Fore-run- 
ners of the laſt Iudgement, as our Saui- 


our CaRIsT hath prophcſicd they are + 
and 


Bs KEE — 
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# 
and certes, Heauen and Earth ſhall paſſe, Manth 24. 


but his words ſhall not paſſe : It behoueth 35- 


vs, except we will be wilfally blinde and 
ſtupid, ro take the Premiſles into confi. 
dcration, and nor flightly to paſſe by 


without oblcryation, and good ylc ma- 


king of this Earthquake ; luch, being F 


lay ( once againe) one of our bleſſed 
Saviours Signes of his comming to 
judgement, And however, hec in his 
wiledome haue concealed that Yeere, 
day , and hourc 7 that hee will come, 
(though ſome too to pragmartically and 
petulantly haue gone about to defie 
the Yeere, to bee nighat hand: ) yer it 
much bchoucth vs to mediate thereon; 
and prepare therefore, that lo wee may 
take all theſe fore-runners ro be ſo many 
forc-warners of vs particularly ro turne 
to God by a true Converſion : whereup- 
on will cnſuc all other Graces necd{ull 
for Salvation : And the rather wee ought 
ro take all Gods judgements to bee war- 


nings ynto ys of the laſt Day ; becaulc, 
C 9 bee 
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be it whenſoever it ſhall pleaſe God,cvery 
articular mans dcath is vnto him as 
che day of Iudgement ; for as wee dic, ſo 
ſhall wee riſe : Now, what is more cer- 
teinethan Death ? and what more yn- 
certaine than the day of Death? and it 
being ſo, what.manner of men ought wee 10 
bee ? Good Lord, therefore giue cos grace fo 
turne onto thee by true Repentance, that ſo we 
may ſay ingenuouſly, and heartily wiſh, 
Thy will be done ; And, Come 
Lord Ileſud, Come 


quick!y. 
HaLtLtELviah 


DEO vNiTRINo cLOmA, 
Amen. 


FINIS. 


